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   This season marks the 56th anniversary of the USBWA, founded in 1956 
at the urging of then-NCAA Executive Director Walter Byers. The primary 
goal of the USBWA has remained constant since its inception: To serve the 
interests of journalists who cover college basketball.

PRESIDENT
Lenox Rawlings
Winston-Salem Journal
len30@triad.rr.com
Cell ...................................336-580-5023
Offi ce ................................ 336-727-7211

1st VICE-PRESIDENT
John Akers
Basketball Times
johna19081@gmail.com
Cell....................................980-422-1294
Home/Offi ce.....................704-849-8627

2nd VICE-PRESIDENT
Kirk Wessler
Peoria Journal-Star
kwessler@pjstar.com
Cell....................................309-256-9093
Offi ce ................................ 309-686-3216

3rd VICE-PRESIDENT
Dana O’Neil
espn.com
dgoneil@msn.com
Cell....................................215-313-3425

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Joe Mitch
Missouri Valley Conference
mitch@mvc.org
Offi ce ................................ 314-444-4325
Cell ................................... 314-795-6821

TIPOFF EDITOR
John Akers
Basketball Times
johna19081@gmail.com
Cell ...................................980-422-1294
Home/Offi ce ...... ..............704-849-8627

WEBMASTER
Ted Gangi
ted.gangi@sportswriters.net
Cell ....................................214-909-9314

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR
Helen Heugel
helen@mvc.org
Cell ....................................314-435-4778

USBWA
1818 Chouteau Avenue

St. Louis, MO 63103
www.usbwa.com

DISTRICT I (Maine, Vt., N.H., R.I., 
Mass., Conn.)
Kevin McNamara
Providence Journal
kvmc3333@aol.com
Offi ce ........................401-277-7340
Cell ...........................401-480-2836

DISTRICT II (N.Y., N.J., Del., D.C.,
Pa, W. Va.)
Kevin Armstrong
New York Daily News
armwrites@gmail.com
Cell ...........................845-323-8129

DISTRICT III (Va., N.C., S.C., Md.)
Steve Wiseman
Durham Herald-Sun
swiseman@heraldsun.com
Offi ce ........................ 919-419-6671
Cell ...........................919-768-3933

DISTRICT IV (Ky., Tenn., Miss., 
Ala., Ga., Fla.)
Pat Forde
espn.com
pfeaglebeak@aol.com
Cell ...........................502-472-9163

DISTRICT V (Ohio, Ind., Ill., Mich., 
Minn., Wis.)
Mike Lopresti
USA Today
mj15853@aol.com
Offi ce ........................765-962-0989
Cell ...........................765-969-2526

DISTRICT VI (Iowa, Mo., Kan., 
Okla., Neb., N.D., S.D.)
Tom Keegan
Lawrence Journal World
tkeegan@ljworld.com
Offi ce ........................ 785-832-7147
Cell .......................... 785-423-0683

DISTRICT VII (Texas, Ark., La.)
Wally Hall
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette
whall@arkansasonline.com
Offi ce/Cell ................501-831-4647

DISTRICT VIII (Wyo., Utah, Idaho, 
N.M., Colo., Nev., Mont.)
Tom Kensler
Denver Post
tkensler@denverpost.com
Offi ce ........................303-421-6573
Cell .......................... 303-725-8556

DISTRICT IX (Calif., Ore., Wash., 
Hawaii, Ariz., Alaska)
Frank Burlison
frank.burlison@gmail.com
Cell............................310-717-5942

WOMEN
Mel Greenberg
poll@att.net
Cell ...........................215-815-5943

AT-LARGE
Luke Winn
SI.com
lukewinn@gmail.com
Cell ........................... 847-477-5507

Marlen Garcia
USA Today
mgarcia@usatoday.com
Cell ...........................312-218-9353

SID
Kim Melcher
Mountain West Conference
kmelcher@themwc
Offi ce ........................719-488-4050
Cell ...........................719-433-0681

USBWA DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES ABOUT THE USBWA

   In addition, the USBWA presents a Most Courageous Award to a player, 
coach or offi cial in college basketball who demonstrates extraordinary 
courage in life, and the Katha Quinn Award, in honor of the former SID at 
St. John’s University, to individuals who have either excelled servicing the 
media or provide an inspiration to sports writers.

   The USBWA annually awards college scholarships to students pursuing 
careers in sports journalism. The USBWA also honors past and current 
members of the organization for career achievements with the USBWA 
Hall of Fame.

   The USBWA also selects a national coach of the year for men and women, 
with the men’s award named after legendary coach Henry Iba.  

   The USBWA annually selects a player of the year and All-America teams 
for both men and women in college basketball. The USBWA men’s player of 
the year award, the Oscar Robertson Trophy, was fi rst established in 1959 
and is considered to be college basketball’s oldest such award.

OFFICERS AND KEY CONTACTS

New Media Liaison
Wendy Parker
Blue Star Media
wparker.idk@gmail.com
Offi ce ........................404-219-4278
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Lenox Rawlings, the Winston-Salem Journal sports 
columnist for more than 30 years, fi rst experienced the 
brassy drumbeats and suspended heartbeats of col-
lege basketball inside Raleigh’s Reynolds Coliseum.

As popcorn aromas drifted through N.C. State’s raucous 
rectangular arena and light bulbs illuminated the phony 
noise meter near the catwalk, ranked teams from far 
away competed against the local Big Four colleges in 
coach-promoter Everett Case’s Dixie Classic. The ACC 
staged its fi rst 12 tournaments at basketball’s Southern 
crossroads, infl aming rivalries and creating intense public demand. 

The NCAA East Regional introduced characters such as the St. Joseph’s 
Hawk, which fl apped mascot wings all night, and Syracuse guard Jim 
Boeheim, the bony setup man for shooter Dave Bing. Coach Lefty 
Driesell never could get over the regional hump, but high-fl ying David 
Thompson landed upside down and marched on, his head wrapped 
like an American Revolution soldier.

Rawlings started his newspaper career as a summer intern at the Wilson 
(N.C.) Daily Times. The morning after the fi rst moon walk, he answered 
phone calls linking astronaut Neil Armstrong to several severe storms 
and one barn fi re. 

During his junior year at North Carolina, Rawlings began writing full time 
for The News & Observer of Raleigh, a job that naturally involved ACC 
basketball. After graduating, he covered Larry Brown’s fi rst coaching 
season for the Greensboro Daily News and, during a Carolina Cougars 
ABA playoff game against Kentucky, watched Wendell Ladner land on 
one of those landmark Freedom Hall water coolers. Ladner smashed 
the glass bottle and sliced an arm so badly that he needed dozens of 
stitches (yet still begged, unsuccessfully, to return).  

Rawlings wrote features and columns for the Atlanta Constitution, which 
tracked the scoreboard-juicing exploits of the Hawks’ Pistol Pete Mara-
vich, and subsequently joined the Winston-Salem Journal as a political 
reporter. He soon returned to sportswriting, driving the winter roads in 
pursuit of squeaking shoes and welcoming each spring’s arrival at the 
Final Four, regardless of the city or the weather.

2011-2012 PRESIDENT LENOX RAWLINGS

USBWA EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS

1956-69 Ed Schneider, Chicago American
1969-77 Ray Marquette, Indianapolis Star
1977-83 Steve Guback, Washington Star
1983-  Joe Mitch, Missouri Valley Conference

1956-57 Bob Russell, Chicago Daily News
1957-58 Bob Busby, Kansas City Star
1958-59 Herb Good, Philadelphia Inquirer
1959-60 Dick Herbert, Raleigh News & Observer
1960-61 Bob Rule, Houston Press
1961-62 Hack Miller, Salt Lake Deseret News
1962-63 Ray Marquette, Indianapolis Star
1963-64 Jay Simon, Oklahoma City Daily Oklahoman
1964-65 Irving Marsh, New York Herald-Tribune
1965-66 Dick Friendlich, San Francisco Chronicle
1966-67 Larry Boeck, Louisville Courier-Journal
1967-68 Jim Enright, Chicago Today
1968-69 Bill Sims, Kansas City Star
1969-70 Gordon White, The New York Times
1970-71 Smith Barrier, Greensboro Daily News
1971-72 Jeff Prugh, Los Angeles Times
1972-73 Roy Edwards, Memphis Commercial Appeal
1973-74 Jerry Radding, Springfi eld Union
1974-75 Ed Chay, Cleveland Plain Dealer
1975-76 Bob Hentzen, Topeka Capital-Journal
1976-77 Steve Guback, Washington Star
1977-78 Edgar Allen, Nashville Banner
1978-79 Sam Skinner, Skinner Sports Syndicate
1979-80 Dave Dorr, St. Louis Post-Dispatch
1980-81 Bill Brill, Roanoke Times & World News
1981-82 Frank Boggs, Colorado Springs Sun
1982-83 Bob Hammel, Bloomington Herald-Telephone
1983-84 Marvin West, Knoxville News-Sentinel
1984-85 Lee Benson, Salt Lake City Deseret News
1985-86 Bill Millsaps, Richmond Times-Dispatch
1986-87 Larry Donald, Basketball Times
1987-88 Larry Donald, Basketball Times
1988-89 Malcolm Moran, The New York Times
1989-90 Gary Nuhn, Dayton Daily News
1990-91 Randy Riggs, Austin American-Statesman
1991-92 John Feinstein, Washington Post
1992-93 Bud Withers, Seattle Post Intelligencer
1993-94 Dick Weiss, New York Daily News
1994-95 Wendell Barnhouse, Ft. Worth Star-Telegram
1995-96 Mike DeCourcy, Memphis Commercial-Appeal
1996-97 Steve Wieberg, USA Today
1997-98 Jim O’Connell, Associated Press
1998-99 Bill Benner, Indianapolis Star
1999-00 Alexander Wolff, Sports Illustrated
2000-01 Blair Kerkhoff, Kansas City Star
2001-02 Bob Ryan, Boston Globe
2002-03 Steve Richardson, The Dallas MorningNews
2003-04 Rick Bozich, Louisville Courier-Journal
2004-05 Robyn Norwood, Los Angeles Times
2005-06 Tony Barnhart, Atlanta Journal-Constitution
2006-07 Tom Shatel, Omaha World-Herald
2007-08 Andy Katz, ESPN
2008-09 Dick Jerardi, Philadelphia Daily News
2009-10  Steve Carp, Las Vegas Review-Journal
2010-11  Bryan Burwell, St. Louis Post-Dispatch
2011-12  Lenox Rawlings, Winston-Salem Journal
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